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Solar Nova Scotia is an all-volunteer non-profit organization, founded in 1980,
helping to facilitate the adoption of solar energy in Nova Scotia. We have a
volunteer board of directors, over 40 corporate members, and an enthusiastic
group of individual members. It is an exciting time for the solar industry in the
province with never before seen levels of activity. We have curated some of the
most significant recent solar-related stories for your reading pleasure.
As volunteers we appreciate any financial support you can provide!

Donate

NS Seeking Input on its New Climate Plan. Voice Your
Support for Solar Here!
In 2019, the provincial government passed a new law, the Sustainable
Development Goals Act. It also promised a new climate change plan for Nova
Scotia.
The SDGA included the following goals:
• By 2030, at least 53 per cent below the levels that were emitted in 2005
• By 2050, net zero: this means we will balance greenhouse gas emissions with
measures to remove greenhouse gases and other offsetting measures
Since then, the provincial government has announced other commitments to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions: • By 2030, close coal plants
• By 2030, reach 80 per cent renewable electricity
• By 2025, power all government offices with 100 per cent renewable electricity
• Provide incentives to purchase electric vehicles
The stakeholder consultation process is open until July 26 for updates to SDGA
and the NS Climate Plan. Solar NS encourages you to Voice Your Support for
Solar

HRM Making Rapid Progress Towards Net-Zero
Municipal Operations by 2030
Halifax Regional Municipality is making good on its commitment to reach netzero municipal operations by 2030 as part of its ambitious HalifACT Climate
Plan. To accelerate action, the Municipality partnered with Efficiency Nova
Scotia in 2018 to bring on a full time Senior On-Site Energy Manager. About
$10 Million of funding was recently announced for upgrades to several HRMowned buildings . This includes several major solar projects. This news comes
alongside other recent announcements including, $112 Million for Electric
Buses, plans for new Electric Ferry routes, and 75 GWH of renewable energy
procurement. The new net-zero ready fire station in Wiilliamswood is pictured
above. All new HRM construction projects will be Net-Zero or Net-Zero Ready.
Read More.

Nova Scotia Set for
Largest Renewable
Energy Procurement in
Province's History!

The province will be issuing a
request for proposals for 350 MW of
new renewable energy to supply
10% of the overall electricity needs
of the province. This will contribute to
the goal of 80% renewable energy
by 2030. Photo Credit: Nova Scotia
Power Read more.

First Nations are Leading the Way on Solar PV
Deployment
Pictured below clockwise from top left: Millbrook First Nation 90 kW, Paq'tnkek
First Nation 77 kW, Annapolis Valley First Nation 69 kW, Eskasoni First Nation
75 kW. Other recent notable projects not pictured include an 83 KW
at Glooscap FIrst Nation, 91 kW at Membertou First Nation, and 80 kW at
Acadia First Nation. Credit: Natural Forces Solar

Community Solar
Garden will Power

Affordable Living at
Former Sydney Radar
Base
The New Dawn project will see a 700
kW array of solar panels placed in
the field at the centre of Pine Tree
Park Estates, an affordable living
community on the old radar base in
Sydney's Whitney Pier
neighbourhood. The solar installation
is being overseen by Verschuren
Centre for Energy
Sustainability. Read more

Wolfville Among
Maritimes Communities
with new PACE
Financing
Wolfville residents will benefit from
15-year low interest PACE financing
under new program administrered by
PACE Atlantic Read more.

Innovative Stash Energy
Pilot Completed In
Kentville
Solar NS was pleased to partner on
this exciting and innovative project
with partners NSCC, Housing Nova
Scotia, and Stash Energy. The
project sought to evaluate the
performance of innovative Heat
Pump Thermal Storage Units in a
variety of scenarios including w/
solar on Housing NS Duplexes.

Read more

Changes to Nova
Scotia's Electricity Act
Offer Potential for New
Solar Opportunities
The solar industry in Nova Scotia
has lobbied for years for an increase
to the province's restrictive 100 KW
net-metering cap and for
opportunities for virtual netmetering. Changes to the NS
Electricity Act and an upcoming
Shared Solar Program hold promise.
Solar NS is participating in ongoing
consultations for the new
program. Read more.

Join the Solar Conversation in Nova Scotia
Questions about going solar? The Solar Nova Scotia Facebook Discussion
Group is where thousands of local solar enthusiasts share info about
solar. Join Today

Solar Scotia Energy

Community Economic
Development Fund
(CEDIF) Closes Latest
Offering
The successful solar CEDIF has now
financed about $4 Million of
residential solar installations.
CEDIFs provide a way to keep the
nearly $1 Billion in annual NS RRSP
investments in the local economy.
Investors receive up to 65% in tax
credits to encourage local
community investment. A
recent report by the Cooperative
Enterprise Council highlighted the
economic impact that CEDIFs have
made to the Nova Scotia Economy.
Energy CEDIFS in particular have
made a large impact.
Read more

Antigonish County Solar
Project Success
Antigonish County recently
completed its second solar project at
its Beech Hill Administration building.
This project was part of the Solar
Electricity for Community Building
program. Read more.

New Net-Zero Municipal
Building Opening in
Municipality of the
District of Argyle

The new building is one of the most
efficient buildings in the province and
will save the municipality thousands
of dollars per year.
Read more

New Federal Greener
Homes Rebates provide
up to $5000 for Solar.
The new Greener Homes rebates
are giving a boost to the
province's home energy retrofit
market. Administered by Efficiency
Nova Scotia, Greener Homes
incentives both energy efficiency
measures and solar. Nova Scotians
will soon be able to pair these
incentives with a $40,000 interestfree loan from CMHC. Solar NS
created a summary of the new
program. Read more.

Nova Scotia Power’s Smart-Grid Project Progresses
in Amherst with Start of 2MW Solar Farm
Natural Forces Solar is beginning construction of the 2MW solar farm in
Amherst which is part of Nova Scotia Power's Smart Grid NS Project. The
wider project will also include residential battery installations, EV charging, and
commercial solar plus storage projects. Read more.

Construction to Start on
AREA 9 MW Community
Solar Garden Project
Three community solar gardens will
be built by Alternate Resource
Energy Authority in the towns of
Berwick, Mahone Bay, and
Antigonish. Community members will
have the opportunity to invest in the
$22.4 Million project.
Read more

Massive Halifax
Residential Solar Tracker
Halifax Estate Owner Stephen
Mildenberger teamed up with Aartha
Group and One Wind Service to
install what is believed to be the
largest solar tracker in Canada.
Read more.

EfficiencyOne Launches
new Halifax Climate
Investment, Innovation,
and Impact Fund (HCi3)

EfficiencyOne has launched its long
awaited Low Carbon Cities Canada
Fund and hired first Executive
Director and Chief Climate
Investment Officer, Sarah
Buckle. With an endowment from the
Federal Government, HCi3 will use a
mix of investments and grants to
advance climate change initiatives in
the Halifax Region.
Read more

We are grateful for the support of our corporate members. Hire a member
from our Installer Directory or Join today!
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