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Spring Solar Shelter Home Design Course
The Solar Shelter Home Design Course is intended for the general public and
for those in design and construction. The instructor is Don Roscoe, a solar
designer-builder with 40 years of experience.
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SOLAR BASICS: for electricity, active thermal, hot water and hot air, and
passive solar (3 1/2 Hrs)
CLIMATE CONTROL: for comfort and health, energy and the environment
(5 1/2 Hrs)
SITE DESIGNING: working with nature, creating microclimates and
integrating the shelter (3 Hrs)
SHELTER DESIGNING: bringing you, your needs, and your site together
(4 1/2 Hrs)
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MAKING IT HAPPEN: costing, controlling costs, contracting and doing it
yourself (1 1/2 Hrs)

The course will be given Thursday evenings from April 13th to May 18th at 7:00
pm at the Nova Scotia Institute of Technology, Leeds St., Halifax.
For more information email solardon.ns@gmail.com. To register, go to
solarns.ca or call 902-852-4758
The fee is $80 students, $90 single, $150 couples; with handouts. Optional
textbooks are ($20/$40).

The Solar Nova Scotia Annual General Meeting
The Solar Nova Scotia AGM on March 21st featured Jason Craig
speaking about the plan to use solar power for pumping water at the
proposed Sackville Community Food Garden, a food security project of
the Acadia Recreation Club (ARC) in Lower Sackville. Jason was
accompanied by David Peverill, president of the ARC. Solar Nova
Scotia’s Chair, Gordon Wilkie, had spoken at a recent garden project
meeting. This has led to the involvement of two students from the Centre
for the Built Environment, NSCC Waterfront campus to help build a solar
powered well pump for irrigation purposes. Access to a dug well has
been provided by a supporting neighbour. For more information please
write to sackvillefoodgarden@gmail.com.
Wayne Groszko spoke about Solar Nova Scotia’s proposed project to
inventory Atlantic Canada’s solar industry capacity. The study will
investigate how the solar industry is growing, who’s working in it, and
what the solar industry needs to grow more quickly. The study responds
to a growing interest in solar across the province. It is anticipated that it
will further increase awareness of solar’s potential. The project has
received a grant from the Province of Nova Scotia and is awaiting final
approval for a companion grant from the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency. Solar Nova Scotia has agreed to fund 10% of the project. More

Agency. Solar Nova Scotia has agreed to fund 10% of the project. More
Solar Nova Scotia members are being encouraged to become
Contributing Members for $20 per annum to help support the project. For
further information or to make a larger donation write to Wayne Groszko
at info@solarns.ca.
Solar Nova Scotia Board members for 2016/17 are Gordon Wilkie
(chair), Hamish Malkin (vice chair), Daniel MacKay (secretary), Don
Roscoe (treasurer), Mario Borsato, David Bruschett, Wayne Groszko, Ian
Guppy, and Jillian Kean.
The Chair thanked retiring Board members Jeff Harrop, Bob Sedjwick,
and Babak Farsi.

SOLAR NEWS FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH

Trevor Butler, CEO of
Archineers
(UK) and
adjunct
professor
at
Dalhousie, spoke about zero
carbon district energy
systems at Dalhousie’s
School of Architecture on
March 7. Butler described
systems built with
sustainable building practices and fuelled by solar, wind, micro hydro, etc.

“Be like Bob”! Nova Solar Capital, a Kentville-based company, is expanding its
Solar Capital Energy Inc. CEDIF project from Hammonds Plains and Kings
County to Halifax, Hants County, the Annapolis Valley, Truro and parts of the
South Shore. It is now booking installations for late spring and summer. Listen
to their Marketing Director, Amanda Burlé, telling Sheldon MacLeod about it on
News 97.7 in March.

The Canadian International Council – Halifax Branch screened “The Age of
Consequences” at the Halifax Public Library on March 29th.. It is a serious
warning from American Pentagon insiders that militaries will not be able to
solve the grave consequences of climate change for planetary security. The
film calls upon those of us in the west to stop confusing “life style with life itself”
and take urgent action on how we use and produce energy. You can watch a
preview, arrange a screening in your community, or order a copy of the film.

The Emera Atlantic Canada Smart Energy
Event will take place in Halifax April 2526. Judging from last year’s list,
participants will include government
departments, universities, community
colleges, a few municipalities, and a lot of
companies from the region, including Nova Scotia Power. To see what will be
going on visit Students can apply for free admission.

Nova Scotia Power increased its
rates 1.7% Jan 1, 2017.
In 2018 and 2019, it will increase
rates again 1.7% each year.

Nova Scotia has announced, in response to the Federal Government, that it will
implement a Cap and Trade system, starting in 2018. Will this promote
development of renewables and greater energy efficiency, or not?

The EAC, with several other organisations, has organised a 6-part panel series
on Cap and Trade. Panel 3 of the series will be held on April 6. All panels in
the series are being live streamed. For more information, to watch Panel 3
later, or to watch other panels in the series online go to
https://ecologyaction.ca/cap-and-trade.
The EAC’s Aiming for Net Zero speakers series will feature Caleb Howden from
Denim Homes, April 19, at 7:00 pm at the Dalhousie School of Architecture,
Room H-18, 5410 Spring Garden Road, Halifax. Caleb is president of the
Energy Efficiency Council of the Nova Scotia Home Builders‘ Association
and member of the Net Zero Council of the Canadian Home Builders
Association. Material from previous presentations in this series is available at
https://ecologyaction.ca/netzero.
On May 17, the Aiming for Net Zero speakers series will feature Joe Rogers,
Building Code Coordinator at the Nova Scotia Department of Municipal Affairs.
Nova Scotia plans to adopt the most recent changes of the National Building
Code, Plumbing Code, and Energy Code and has recently completed a public
input process about the proposed replacement regulations.
Kevin Latimer, volunteer at the Antigonish Community
Energy (ACE) Coop, spoke in Sydney and Lake Ainslie in
February about the coop and its work. Here’s a video about
the ACE Coop prepared by the EAC’s SECURE Project.

Sunmetrix, a Montreal-based solar information provider, has updated its
website with data from December 2016. For its grid parity map for Canada,
click here.
The Federal budget promises money to help indigenous communities move
from diesel to renewables - including hydro, solar, wind, and biomass. The
budget includes support for clean tech and clean energy, including energy
storage, smart grids, renewable energy, and policy development.

storage, smart grids, renewable energy, and policy development.
Toronto-based Brookfield Asset Management (TSX:BAM.A) is increasing its
solar and wind power holdings by taking over two U.S. companies affiliated with
Sun Edison Inc. Together, the two companies have almost 4,000 megawatts of
electricity generating capacity, primarily wind and solar, in the U.S.,
Europe, Canada, Brazil, India, China, and other countries outside North
America.

PEI
The first Atlantic Green Expo will be held at the School of Sustainable Design
Engineering at UPEI in Charlottetown from April 21 – 23. Admission is free.
Sustainability has deep roots in PEI. Visit an exhibit about the Arc at the
Confederation Centre in Charlottetown until April 30. The Arc was a pioneering
UN Habitat ecological architecture and sustainability project built and operated
at Spry Point 40 years ago. Its design incorporated passive solar orientation,
thermal mass heat storage, highly insulated walls and roof, minimized exterior
surface and edges, and, in a passive solar agri/aquaculture greenhouse, food
production for and by those who lived in it.

Alberta
The Alberta government is proposing to have PV panels on 10,000 Alberta
rooftops within three years thanks to its recently launched rebate program for
homes and businesses.
The Canadian German Chamber is organising the 13th Canadian German
Wind and Solar Energy Conference in Calgary on April 12. The Conference will
promote Canadian and German partnerships to take advantage of the support
the Alberta government is giving the renewables industry .
With assistance from Keepers of the Athabasca, Kuby Renewable Energy Ltd.
has completed Phase 1 of Beaver Lake Cree Nation Amisk Community School
solar project. It is one of the first projects to receive funding from the Alberta
Indigenous Solar Program (AISP).

BC
Kimberley is looking for a buyer to expand its solar farm now that it has
demonstrated the farm can generate a profit. The project, based in an old
mine, is BC’s largest solar project and the first solar farm to sell power to the
BC Hydro grid.

APRIL 22nd IS EARTH DAY!
The transition to 100% renewables is happening fast. 47 developing countries
have announced plans to become 100% renewable. Solar is now the cheapest
form of renewable power.
Solar Cookers International has a 3 – 4 month contract position for an
experienced researcher/writer to produce a White Paper - See more at:

Smart flower has gone viral. Click here for details on how it works

Elsevier and the International Solar Energy Society (ISES) invite submissions
of supply or demand-side projects which are making a difference in advancing
the world towards 100% renewable energy. The deadline for submissions to
the Renewable Transformation Challenge is April 30, 2017. First prize is
€20,000.
Falling costs of electric vehicles and solar panels could halt worldwide growth in

Falling costs of electric vehicles and solar panels could halt worldwide growth in
the demand for oil and coal by 2020 according to a study by Carbon Tracker
and the Grantham Institute in London.

In Latin America solar is
growing rapidly. With a
rapidly declining price
trend, utility-scale solar
is driving the market.
Net-metering and other
incentives are
encouraging the growth
of distributed
generation.

Australia
Engie, the French utility company that owns Hazelwood, a coal fired generating
plant in Brisbane, Victoria, is shuttering the plant and the plant’s coal mine.
The plant provides 20% of the state’s electric power. Engie is looking for
developers to build solar energy farms to replace the electricity that the coalpowered Hazelwood has been providing. With solar now cheaper than coal,
Engie plans to transition from coal to renewables at most of its plants around
the world.
Solar power will significantly reduce the
electricity bill of one of Asia’s biggest
hospitals, the King George’s Medical
University in Lucknow, India. Giant solar
cookers will be used to cook food for
4,000 patients a day.
The Indian Government has announced
that the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy and the Solar Energy Corporation
of India will increase the planned capacity
of India’s solar power park program from
20 gigawatts to 40 gigawatts for an overall
installed capacity target of 100 gigawatts
by March 2022.

The Netherlands
Using Yingli solar panels, Tempress Systems B.V. has begun to construct
Europe's largest bifacial PV plant. The 400 KW capacity project is located in

Europe's largest bifacial PV plant. The 400 KW capacity project is located in
Vassen, next to Tempress headquarters. Completion is expected within the
second quarter of 2017.
The Deputy Prime Minister, who is
also environment and development
aid minister, signed a climate change
commitment binding all future
Swedish governments to net zero
emissions by 2045. The photo of the
signing shows her surrounded by
women colleagues, in contrast to
photos of US President Trump
undoing climate change legislation in
the USA at the time.

The UK

The UK government is continuing its war on
solar.
Chris Goodall’s book, The Switch, makes the
case that solar can provide the bulk of the world's
power for all purposes, not just electricity.

USA
Phase 1 of the long range plan of New York’s utility regulator protects netmetered households and will encourage more community solar.
A New Jersey Honda dealer has set the bar for green car dealerships starting
with 900 installed solar panels.
A Seeley California resident received some help from Grid Alternatives when
her utility changed its net metering rules in 2016, dramatically decreasing
compensation for solar. She is now happily off the grid.
Grid Alternatives provides solar industry training to U.S. military veterans.
Nearly one in 10 solar workers in the US are veterans and many veterans own
their own solar companies.

Erratum

Erratum
The December 2016 – January 2017 newsletter provided an incorrect link for
the item on the danger of the rapid rise in methane emissions. The correct link
is https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/dec/12/rapid-rise-methaneemissions-10-years-surprises-scientists Our apologies.

Other news!
If you have solar news, particularly Nova Scotia solar news, please share it with
us at woolfrey@chebucto.ns.ca.
Thanks from your newsletter team: Alison, Michael, and Joy.

Solar Nova Scotia Membership
Solar Nova Scotia has three kinds of members:
Ordinary members receive the newsletter, may volunteer, and can attend
and vote at the Annual General Meeting.
Contributing members and Corporate members, in addition, provide
important financial support for Solar Nova Scotia’s work.
All members are welcome to join in the solar conversation on Friday
evenings around 5:00 PM at the Lions Head Tavern and Grill, corner of
Robie and Sullivan Streets.
To renew or to become a member please see www.solarns.ca/Become-aMember. Alternatively, you can send your information and, for contributing
and corporate members, a cheque to: Solar Nova Scotia, 83 Old Scotts
Road, McGrath's Cove, N.S. B3Z 3V2.

Copyright © 2017 SolarNS, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this newsletter because you are a member of Solar Nova Scotia
Our mailing address is:
SolarNS
83 Old Scotts Road
McGraths Cove, NS B3Z 3V2
Canada

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

